informed of the time of this prayer, i.e. the night prayer.
The Apostle of Allah (peace_be upon_him) used to offer it at
the hour when the moon went down on i1ts third night.

Book 2, Number 0421:

Narrated Mu®adh i1bn Jabal: We waited for the Prophet

(peace_be upon_him) to offer the night prayer. He delayed
until people thought that he would not come out and some of us
said that he had offered the prayer. At the moment when we
were in this condition the Prophet (peace_be upon_him) came
out. People said to him as they were already saying. He said:
Observe this prayer when it i1s dark, for by i1t you have been
made superior to all the peoples, no people having observed it
before you.

Book 2, Number 0422:

Narrated AbuSa®id al-Khudri: We observed the prayer after
nightfall with the Apostle of Allah (peace_be upon_him), and
he did not come out till about half the night had passed. He
then said: Take your places. We then took our places. Then he
said: The people have prayed and gone to bed, but you are
still engaged In prayer as long as you wait for the prayer.
Were it not for the weakness of the weak and for the sickness
of the sick. 1 would delay this prayer till half the night had
gone.

Book 2, Number 0425:

Narrated Abdullah 1bn Sunabihi: AbuMuhammad fancies that witr
prayer is essential. (Hearing this) Ubadah ibn as-Samit said:
AbuMuhammad was wrong. 1 bear witness that | heard the Apostle
of Allah (peace be upon _him) say: Allah, the Exalted, has made
five prayers obligatory. ITf anyone performs ablution for them
well, offers them at their (right) time, and observes
perfectly their bowing and submissiveness in them, it i1s the
guarantee of Allah that He will pardon him; i1f anyone does not
do so, there is no guarantee for him on the part of Allah; He
may pardon him if He wills, and punish him if He wills.



Book 2, Number 0426:

Narrated Umm Farwah: The Apostle of Allah (peace_be upon_him)
was asked: Which of the actions iIs best? He replied: Observing
prayer early iIn i1ts period. Al-Khuza®i1 narrated in his version
from his aunt named Umm Farwah who took the oath of allegiance
to the Prophet (peace _be upon_him): He was questioned.

Book 2, Number 0427:

Narrated Umarah ibn Ruwaybah: A man from Basrah said: Tell me

what you heard from the Apostle of Allah (peace_be upon_him).

He said: | heard the Apostle of Allah (peace be upon_him) say:
No one will enter Hell who has prayed before the rising of the
sun and before its setting (meaning the dawn and the afternoon
prayers). He said three times: Have you heard 1t from him? He

replied: Yes, each time saying: My ears heard 1t and my heart

memorised 1t. The man then said: And 1 heard him (the Prophet)
say that.

Book 2, Number 0428:

Narrated Fudalah: The Apostle of Allah (peace be upon_him)
taught me and what he taught me iIs this: Observe the five
prayers regularly. He said: 1 told (him): I have many works at
these times; so give me a comprehensive advice which, i1f 1
follow, should be enough for me. He said: Observe the two
afternoon prayers (al-asrayn). But the term al-asrayn (two
afternoon prayers) was not used in our language. Hence 1 said:
What i1s al-asrayn? He saild: A prayer before the sunrise and a
prayer before the sunset (1.e. the dawn and the afternoon
prayers).

Book 2, Number 0430:

Narrated AbuQatadah i1bn Rab®"i1: Allah , the Exalted said: |
made five times®" prayers obligatory on your people, and 1 took
a guarantee that i1t anyone observes them regularly at their
times, | shall admit him to Paradise; if anyone does not offer
them regularly, there is no such guarantee of Mine for him.



